
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
City Hall – September 29, 2010 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members York, Bond, Wasko, Maxwell, and Chairperson Jackson.  Members 
Colbern and Livingston were absent.  
 
Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
  
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the August 25, 2010 study session meeting minutes:  Chairperson Jackson asked if there 
were any changes or corrections needed.  Member Wasko indicated on page two Melton Murrow 
should read Elton Murrow. 
 
Review the September 8, 2010 meeting minutes:  Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any 
changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area: 
 
 Rezone from Franklin County A-1, Agricultural District to City A, Agricultural District, 

3047 Neosho Road, 2975 Neosho Road, 180 N. Cottonwood Street, 1900 E. Logan Street, 
and 2945 Neosho Road. 
 

 Rezone from Franklin County RE, Residential Estate District to City A, Agricultural 
District, 220 N. Cottonwood Street, 1601 E. 7th Street, and 301 N. Cottonwood Street. 

 
 Rezone from Franklin County RE, Residential Estate District to City CS, Countryside 

District 1231 E. 7th Street and 1301 E. 7th Street. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed staff findings and the map (power point presentation) with the Planning 
Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is recommending approval. 
 
Member York asked if the city has the right to regulate agricultural property based on the statement 
made in Article 5, Section 5-102. Wynndee Lee indicated state statute limits to what a city can and 
can not regulate on ground used for agricultural purposes, but clarity would help. 
 
Bob Bezek stated that Section 5-102 of Article 5 does need to be revised so there is no confusion.  
Mr. Bezek also stated that state regulations precede any city regulations. 
 
Member York asked about those parcels being rezoned from a county residential zoning to the city’s 
agricultural district and the uses they would lose if this happened.  Wynndee Lee indicated staff 
reviewed this area and due to the lack of infrastructure and road right-of-way, staff felt this was the 
best zoning for those areas.  The owners have not responded to this proposed zoning yet. 



 
Member York also asked about the 40 acre rule and the related agricultural exceptions.  There was 
discussion as to the state statute and how it is applied to agricultural uses. 
 
Discuss the proposed amendments to Article 24, Section 24-5, Temporary Uses. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed staff findings (power point presentation) with the Planning Commissioners.  Mr. 
Yahl stated staff is recommending approval. 
 
Wynndee Lee further discussed the reasons the amendment was proposed. 
 
Member Maxwell asked about the 120 days.  Tom Yahl indicated the building code regulations define 
a temporary building as only in place for 120 days. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
Photo Contest 
 
Wynndee Lee stated the deadline for submitting photos for the contest was changed to noon on 
October 6th.  Judging will be from noon to 5 p.m. on October 7th and all day on October 8th. 
 
Member York stated due to another meeting he had attended he felt the city should anticipate how 
the Inter Modal development near Gardner is going to affect the city, welcome it and plan for it. 
 
Member Wasko asked about the ducks and had that been resolved.  Wynndee Lee indicated that 
staff would place that on the agenda for their meeting on October 13th. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Chairperson Jackson stated the next regular scheduled Planning Commission meeting is October 13, 
2010, at 7 p.m.  The next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is October 27, 2010, 
at noon.   
 
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson Jackson adjourned the meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Planning & Codes Director 
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