
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – March 31, 2010 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Davidson, Warren, Wasko, Livingston, and Chairperson York.  
Absent was Member Jackson.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.   
 
Member Davidson stated he is on the airport advisory board but feels he has no conflict. 
 
Member Colbern stated his son worked on the project as an employee of Bartlett & West. 
 
Site Plan:
 
Ottawa Municipal Airport, new hanger, 2178 Montana Road. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the site plan and staff findings with the Planning Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated 
staff is recommending approval of the site plan.  Tom Yahl stated a storm water waiver was 
requested and approved. 
 
There was discussion about the silt fence and where it was going to be located.  Andy Haney, Public 
Works Director showed the commissioner on the site plan where the fence would be located.  Also 
there was a question about the height of the trees.  Mr. Haney indicated the tree height would not be 
a problem for airport operations.  Mr. Haney stated that the existing building would be demolished 
when the new building is completed. 
 
Member Livingston made a motion to approve the site plan for the Ottawa Municipal Airport, 
seconded by Member Wasko.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member 
Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Warren, yes; Member Livingston, yes; Chairperson 
York, yes.  Motion passed by a 6-0 vote. 
 
Storm Water Utility presentation. 
 
Casey Sharp, City Management Intern gave a presentation to the Planning Commissioners 
concerning Storm Water Utility.  Ms. Sharp indicated that the City Commission had already seen the 
presentation and had agreed to go forward with the next steps for a storm water utility. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the February 24, 2010 study session meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were 
any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review of the March 10, 2010 meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were any changes 
or corrections needed.  There were none. 



 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed conditional use to continue using the property as a doctors office, with 
a change in doctors, in a R-1 Low Density Residential District, located at 602 S. Maple. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings with the Planning Commission.  Mr. Yahl staff is recommending 
approval, and read the conditions in the staff memo. 
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commissioners if they had any comments or discussion. 
 
Member Warren stated he did not like the sign they currently had and when the conditional use was 
originally issued this is not the signage that was approved.  Member Warren asked the other 
commissioners to take a look at the signage before the April meeting. 
 
Discuss the proposed rezone from C-3 General Commercial District to MU/CI Mixed Use 
Commercial/Industrial District, located at 1124 N. Main. 
 
Tom Yahl informed the Planning Commission that due to an error, this item would have to be 
republished and would be placed on their May agenda. 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area from Franklin County C-2, Highway 
Commercial District to City C-3, General Commercial District, located at 2706 Kingman Road. 
    
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings and the map with the Planning Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated 
staff is recommending approval of the rezone. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
Chairperson York stated he would like staff to put an educational trip together for the planning 
commissioners to view other storm water management areas. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Chairperson York stated he would not be able to attend the April 14, 2010 meeting. 
 
A study session has been scheduled for the Planning Commission on Wednesday, April 14, 2010, at 
5:30 p.m. followed by the regular meeting at 7 p.m.  The next regular scheduled Planning 
Commission study session is April 28, 2010, at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Planning & Codes Director 
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