
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – April 29, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Davidson, Warren, and Chairperson York.  Absent were 
Members Jones, Jackson and Wasko.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.   
 
Member Warren stated Harold Wingert called him and was talking to him about the 9th and Main 
rezone. 
 
Member Davidson stated he had talked to Jack Thompson about the 9th and Main rezone. 
 
Member Davidson asked if it was ok to talk to the public.  Discussion followed.  Wynndee Lee 
indicated they could talk to the public but needed to disclose the conversation so that everyone 
knows what was said. Bob Bezek stated the commissioners could have conversations with the public, 
but make sure they disclose those conversations.  Mr. Bezek stated there is a distinction to be made 
between people that regularly appear here or parties to the proceedings and the developer who talks 
to you about something before you. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the February 25, 2009 and the March 11, 2009 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  Member Davidson he had 
changes on pages 2 and 3. 
 
Review the March 11, 2009 and the March 25, 2009 meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  Member Warren and 
Member Davidson both had changes on page 9. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area from Franklin County R-3A Single-
Family Residential Zoning District to City R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning District 
generally located at 1446 Eisenhower, 1506 Eisenhower, and 1504 Eisenhower, from Franklin 
County RE Residential Estate Zoning District to City R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning 
District generally located at 2426 Marshall Road, and from Franklin County RE Residential 
Estate Zoning District to City CS Countryside Zoning District generally located at 2220 
Eisenhower and 2200 Eisenhower. 
 



Wynndee Lee reviewed with the planning commission how the meeting went with the homeowners. 
She and Tom felt that they understood more about the regulations and had time for questions or 
concerns.   
 
Wynndee Lee indicated staff will be looking at changing the garage sizes in the Urban Growth Area 
as the current regulations are more for urban garages.  Discussion followed on whether to make the 
change as an amendment to the zoning regulations, a variance procedure, or allowing as an 
administrative variance. 
 
Discuss the proposed conditional use for a preschool / daycare center at 503 S. Hickory in and 
R-2 Medium Density Residential Zoning District. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the planning commissioners should have received the letter from Josh 
Walker outlining their plans and the new site plan. 
 
The planning commissioner’s all agreed they liked the new site plan and there was discussion on the 
rear yard setback, the driveway on 5th Street being too close to the intersection of 5th & Hickory 
Streets, possibly making it a one-way only.  Wynndee Lee indicated this was not a final site plan and 
comments had been sent to the applicant. 
 
Chairperson York stated he watched the traffic at the intersection of 5th & Hickory and noted the traffic 
on Cedar Street was tremendous, there was a lot of traffic on the paved alley, but Hickory Street was 
not that busy. 
 
Member Davidson stated he would like to see staff be flexible with the applicant on the new proposal. 
 
Member Warren stated he was very pleased with the response they received from the applicant. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
Wynndee Lee reviewed with the planning commissioners the choices the city commission has with 
the rezone at 9th and Main Streets. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, May 13, 2009, at 7 p.m. 
and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is May 27, 2009 at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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